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Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to Mary Jeanne "Dolly" Hallstrom, a woman of
undaunting spirit and a pillar of courage.   

Dolly Hallstrom began her journey of public service following World War II, and became
actively engaged on behalf of children with disabilities. She founded the National
Association for Children with Learning Disabilities in 1963, and was appointed chair in
1965 of the Illinois Advisory Council on the Education of Handicapped Children. She was
elected a state representative and served two terms. Since 1991, she has been serving
on the Illinois Human Rights Commission.   

Dolly Hallstrom remains the consummate public servant and a powerful voice, whose
extraordinary and unselfish contributions on behalf of children, the disabled, and women
is remarkable. Her life's work to improve the quality of life and to protect the rights of the
most vulnerable among us is immeasurable.   

I am honored to call Dolly Hallstrom a friend and a mentor.
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